Most digital cameras will record moving pictures the following example demonstrates the job of 

1) Joining two movies together.

2) Putting a transition between them.

3) Removing a small section from the end of the completed movie.

4) Putting a title at the beginning and/or credits at the end.

Load Windows Movie maker and you get the following window with four panes, tasks are listed in the left pane, video and audio files in the middle, a screen to show video/picture on the right. The ‘Storyboard’ is at the bottom, you drag items from the middle pane onto the storyboard and you can change their order by dragging them around.
1st Task, Joining two movies together

Click ‘Import video’, you get a dialog box up, browse for your video clips and double click the first one you want, it appears in the middle pane.

Drag the clip onto the Storyboard and you get the following, if you change your mind click ‘Undo’, if you want to delete one of the entries on the storyboard, select, right click and delete
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Click ‘Show Timeline’ and use the buttons under the clip in the right hand pane to; play, pause, go to end or start, and to move forward or back one frame at a time which is particularly useful when trimming the clips or splitting them.
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2. Putting a Transition in the gap

When joining different clips it is useful to insert a transition, this gives the impression of an intentional change of shot rather than a jerky switch. Click the task ‘View video transitions’ under 2. Edit Movies and you get the following appear in the middle pane. Click one of the transitions and you can watch its effect by pressing the play button in the right hand pane. There are lots to choose from when you’ve found the one you want drag it into the space between clips on the ‘Story board’ as below.
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3. Removing a small section from the end of a movie.

Sometimes the end or the beginning of the movie needs to be removed or ‘Trimmed’. Eg trimming off the end because you let the camera point down to the floor. With the clip on the storyboard click ‘Show Timeline’ then play the clip concerned and pause in the approximate position. You can then use the single frame movement buttons to find the exact place. Then Click the ‘Clip’ menu, choose “Set end trim point” and the clip will end at that point. NB the actual clip is not edited ie you don’t remove that part from the original clip. Use the same technique to trim off the front of a movie.


You can trim any of the movies which are on the storyboard in this way and the results will all play as one continuous movie with the trimmed bits missing.

4. Putting a title at the beginning and/or credits at the end.
In the Tasks pane click ‘Make titles or credits’ then click ‘Add title at the beginning of the movie’ and you get the following screen. Type in your titles in the appropriate boxes and they appear in the right hand pane, you can see how they look by pressing the Play button. You can change the size and colour of the font and the way they are animated by choosing the appropriate option, then add the title to the movie. You can also add credits at the end of the movie.

Finally save your Movie by clicking ‘Save to my computer’ under 3. Finish Movie.

NB You cannot burn the movie to a DVD using this software
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